House of Commons, 
London, 
SW1A 0AA
Dear                               

I am a constituent of yours and I would like you to write to the Home Secretary on my behalf asking her to end the Government’s policy of removing Darfuri asylum seekers back to Sudan.  I would also like you to ask questions in Parliament about this issue.

Earlier this year the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Ahmed Harun, a minister in the Sudanese Government, for his role in organising a long series of crimes against humanity and war crimes in Darfur.  He was appointed to his position by the President of Sudan and regularly liaised with the Sudanese security and intelligence services as he organised the killing of non-Arab civilians.  He is now Minister for Humanitarian Affairs.

The Home Office considers it safe to send non-Arab Darfuri asylum seekers back to Khartoum – on the grounds that while they would be at risk in Darfur, they are safe in the Sudanese capital.  This is untrue.  

The Aegis Trust found that Darfuri asylum seekers face torture when they are returned.  With Channel 4 News and the Guardian they highlighted the case of Sadiq, from the Zaghawa people, who was photographed at a demonstration about Darfur by the Sudanese embassy in the UK.  After he was returned by the Home Office to Khartoum he was arrested by Sudanese security and tortured.  He escaped and his account has been corroborated by experienced doctors who assessed his injuries and psychological trauma to be fully consistent with his account of torture.     I have printed out the article in the Guardian – the photo clearly shows Sadiq’s scars.

On 4 October, the House of Lords will hear an appeal by the Home Office against a ruling by the Court of Appeal that the removal of three Darfuri asylum seekers to Khartoum would be unduly harsh, due to the appalling living conditions they would face in the IDP camps around Khartoum.  The Court of Appeal doubted how well equipped rural subsistence farmers are for dealing with urban slum living conditions.

Conditions in the IDP camps around Khartoum are terrible.  But the real question is whether it is safe to send Darfuris back into the hands of Sudanese security services – the same organizations responsible for the war crimes in Darfur.  The HoL will not consider this new evidence and will only consider the evidence heard by the Court of Appeal and original tribunal.  As there is now evidence that Darfuris are at risk of torture in Khartoum I believe their removal is unlawful.

Finally, the British policy sends the wrong message: while we condemn Khartoum with our words for their treatment of their civilians, with our actions we signal that we don’t care.

I care, and I would like you to urge the Home Secretary to drop the appeal on October 4th (AH (Sudan) and others vs SSHD) and introduce a moratorium on the policy of removing Darfuris back to Sudan until there is a ceasefire, peace agreement and a secure environment allowing people to return to their homes in Darfur.

Thanks for your help

Yours sincerely,

